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Thwong toa Thich Huyén Chéu

Nha sang lap va Tong Giam déc (CEO)
Dai hoc Sakya Buddha

Thuong toa Thich Huyén Chau 1a mot tu si Phat gido xuat than tir ving dat Tdy Son — Gia Lai,
Viét Nam, noi gén 1ién v&i hao khi lich st cta dan toc va tinh than anh diing cua Hoang dé
Quang Trung — Nguyén Hué. Sinh ra trong mét gia toc mang truyén thong vd tudng, Thiy som
thira huong khi chit cwong truc va chi 16n ctia bac anh hing. Tuy nhién, gitta dong chay manh
mé cua tinh than vé dao éy, noi tim hon Thﬁy lai ndy n& mot khat vong khac — khat vong tim vé
con dudng tu bi va tri tu¢ cia dao Phat.

Nam muoi bbn tudi, Thay phat tim xudt gia nhung con dudng 4y khong hé dé dang. Hai nam sau
d6 1a nhirng thir thach 10n lao trude nhitng rang budc cta gia dinh va truyén théng dong toc; cu01
cung, voi chi nguyén kién dinh, ngay 20 thang 11 nam 1992, Thay chinh thirc budc vao doi séng
pham hanh tai chua Phuéc Long, Tay Son, Gia Lai.

Chua Phudc Long 14 noi Thiy duoc thim nhuéln tu tuong giao duc cua Quéc su Phude Hué — vi
danh tang timg la béc thdy ctia ba doi vua triéu Nguyen va la nguoi sang 1ap truong dai hoc Phat
gido dau tién tai kinh d6 Hué. Du6i anh huong cia tmyen thdng hoc thuat ay, Thay da dbc tam
nghién ctru gido phap. Nho tu chat thong tué va 1ong hiéu hoc, chi trong hai nim, Thay da ghi
nhd hon 3.500 bai kinh trong Kinh tang Pali cia Phat gido nguyén thuy.

Tir sudi ngudn gido phap ay, Thay nhan ra mot chan 1y sau sac: Dic Phat Thich Ca Mau Ni
khong chi 1a bac gidc ngd, ma con 1a mot nha dai gido duc cua nhan loai. Theo quan diém cua
Thay, gido duc chan chinh chinh 1a trao cho con ngudi phuong phap nhan dién va loai trir nhimng
nguyén nhan sinh khoi khé dau. Khi can nguyén ciia kho dau duge doan trir, hanh phiic chan that
s& tu nhién hién 16. Tl nhan thirc 46, triét 1y gido duc ctua Thay dugc hinh thanh: giao duc phai
dan con nguoi dén tri tué, tu do va giai thoat.

Mua thu nam 1996, Théy tiép tuc hanh trinh tu hoc tai Tu vién Nguyén Thiéu, Gia Lai. Bn nim
khic kh noi thién mon da giup Thay tiép can dong tué giac sau tham tir cac bac cao ting. Tai
day, Thay linh hoi duoc tinh than phung sy cta Phat gido Dai thira cung véi tinh than tuy duyén
linh hoat ctuia Luat tang Bic truyén.

Pau xuan nam 2000, Thay dén Sai Gon dé tiép tuc tham hoc trong nhiéu mai truong hoc thuat
Phat gi4o khic nhau. Thiy duy thinh cac chuong trinh nhu: Cao déng Phat hoc chuyén khoa, Hoc
vién Phat giao Sai Gon va chuong trinh chuyén khoa A Ty Dam. Pong thot, Thay theo hoc
chwong trinh Ctr nhan Vin hoa hoc tai Pai hoc Vian Hién, tir 6 mo rong tam nhin vé cac nén vin
minh va van hoa nhéan loai.

Niam 2003, Thay tham gia sang 1ap nguyét san Phap Luan — mot to bao doc lap c6 anh hudng sau
rong trong gidi tri thure Phat gido duong thoi.

Sau gﬁn muodi ndm trai nghi€ém trong moi truong hoc thuat da dang tai Sai Gon, thang 9 nam
2009, mon phai Thién Lam Té Chanh Tong da cong cu Thay ké thura tru tri chua Phudc Long.
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Tuong nhu cudc doi da an dinh noi chén 0, nhung chinh noi day lai mé ra cho Théy mot hanh
trinh gidc ngd mdi — hanh trinh dan than phung su xa hoi va truyén ba tri tu¢ Phat phap.

Ngay 29 thang 5 nam 2013, sau khi duoc S¢ Di tri Hoa Ky chép thuan, Thay roi Viét Nam sang
hoang phap tai Hoa Ky, trudc tién tai chua Linh Son, tiéu bang Massachusetts. Chi vai thang sau,
Thay chuyén sang mién Nam California, noi cong déng Phat tir Viét Nam sinh séng dong dao,
dic biét tai thanh phd Santa Ana — mot trong nhitng trung tim Phat gido Viét Nam lau doi tai
Hoa Ky.

Nhan thdy nhu cu hoc Phat ngay cang 16n trong cong ddng, ddu xuin nim 2014 Thay sang 1ap
Bodhi Buddharealm Society (BBS) —mot t6 chire phi loi nhuén hoat dong voi bon phuong cham
gido duc: Than can thién s7— Lang nghe chanh phap — Nhu 1y tac y — Phap tuy phap hanh.

Dén ndm 2022, dudi sy lanh dao cia Thiy, Hoi dong quan tri BBS quyét dinh thanh 14p Dai hoc
Sakya Buddha (SBU) nhu ,m(f)t, don vi hoc thuédt nham thyc hién st ménh gido duc Phat gido
trong boi canh hoc thuat quoc te.

Thang 10 nam 2014, Thay phat tim xay dung co so dau tién tai dia chi 3404 Westminster
Avenue, Santa Ana, California. Noi day von 12 mot nha tho Tin Lanh cii, duoc Théy cung tang ni
va Phat tir chung tay tu stra dé tré thanh Vién Phat hoc Bo6 Pé Phat Qudc. Ngay 3 thang 6 nim
2015, 18 lac thanh dugce t6 chtrc véi hon 1.250 tang ni Phat tor tham du — mot sy kién dugc xem
nhu ddu méc md dau cho hanh trinh phat trién gido duc Phat gido tai Hoa Ky.

Tur d6, BO Dé Phat Quéc vira la dao tréng tam linh, vira 1a mot trung tam giéovduc Phat hoc danh
cl}o cong dong. Cac 16p Phat hoc dugce to chirc theo hé thong tir So — Trung dang, Cao dang, cho
dén Chuyén khoa A Ty Bam.

Pé mo rong phuong tién hoang phap, ngay 18 thang 10 nim 2019 Thay sang lap kénh truyén
hinh B D& Phit Quoc TV (SBU-TV) phat song trén bang tan 57.15. Trong thoi gian dai dich
Covid-19, kénh truyén hinh nay d trd thanh ngudn an Ui tinh than cho cong dong Phat tir khip
noi.

Song song voi hoat dong gido duc, Thay con t6 chirc nam lan Dai gioi dan truyén trao gidi phap
Nhu Lai, duy tri nghi 1€ tung gidi nura thang mot lan theo truyén thong hon 2.600 nam cua Tang
doan Phat gido.

Trong qua trinh phat trién, nhiéu co s& phung sy dugc hinh thanh:

e Nam 2020: Tiép nhén Van phong Al-Dhamar tai 18042 Villa Park Road, Villa Park Road,
CA 92861.

e Nam 2021: Lap Ni vién Noi trt tai 14052 Flower St., Garden Grove, CA 92843

e Nam 2022: Lap khu thuong mai Santa Ana Mini Mall, tai 3412 Westminster Ave, Santa
Ana, CA 92703.

e Nam 2023: Lap Tang Vién Noi trt tai 9631 Stanford Ave, Garden Grove, CA 92841

e Nam 2024 Lap Ky Tac X4 cho Sinh vién tai 7782 Trask Ave, Westminster, CA 92683

Gan mot thap nién hoat dong tai Hoa Ky, Théy da quy tu duoc nhiéu hoc gia va tri thirc Phat
gido tham gia giang day, tao nén nén tang vimng chic cho hé thong gido duc ciia Pai hoc Sakya
Buddha. Nhiing dong gop cta Thay trong linh vuc gido duc va phuc vu cong ddng da dugc Dan
biéu Hoa Ky: Ro Khanna ghi nhan 1a “outstanding and invaluable” — xuét sic va vo gia.



Trong hon ba thap nién phung su, Thay da truyen giang hon 3.000 bai phap thoai va bién soan
hon 20 tac phdm Phat hoc. Tat ca déu huéng dén mot Iy tuong gian di nhung sau sic: “Hay trao
cho con nguoi phuong phap loai bo nhung nguyén nhan sinh khoi khd dau, dé khé dau khong
con co hoi xuét hién trong doi song”. D6 chinh 1a con duong gido duc ma Thuong toa Thich
Huyén Chau di va dang thuc hién mdi ngay.

Ban truyén théng SBU bién soan.

BIOGRAPHY
Venerable Thich Huyen Chau

Founder and Chief Executive Officer (CEO)
Sakya Buddha University

Venerable Thich Huyen Chau is a Buddhist monk originating from the Tay Son region of Gia Lai
Province, Vietnam, a land closely associated with the heroic spirit of the Vietnamese nation and
the legacy of Emperor Quang Trung — Nguyen Hue. Born into a family with a long tradition of
military leadership, he inherited the upright character and ambitious spirit of heroic figures. Yet
within this strong martial heritage, another aspiration arose in his heart—the aspiration to follow
the path of compassion and wisdom taught by the Buddha.

At the age of fourteen, he developed the aspiration to enter monastic life, though the path was
not easy. The following two years were marked by significant challenges due to family
expectations and traditional obligations. Finally, with unwavering determination, on November
20, 1992, he formally entered the monastic life at Phuoc Long Temple in Tay Son, Gia Lai.

Phuoc Long Temple was the place where he absorbed the educational philosophy of National
Master Phuoc Hue—a renowned Buddhist scholar who served as teacher to three emperors of the
Nguyen Dynasty and who founded the first Buddhist university in Hue, Vietnam. Influenced by
this scholarly tradition, Venerable Thich Huyen Chau devoted himself to the study of the
Dharma. Because of his strong intellectual capacity and diligence in learning, within only two
years he had memorized more than 3,500 discourses from the Pali Canon of early Buddhism.

From this source of Buddhist teachings, he came to recognize a profound truth: the Buddha
Shakyamuni was not only an awakened being but also one of the greatest educators of humanity.
In his understanding, true education provides people with the methods to identify and eliminate
the causes of suffering. When the roots of suffering are removed, genuine happiness naturally
emerges. From this realization, his educational philosophy took shape: education must guide
human beings toward wisdom, freedom, and liberation.

In the autumn of 1996, he continued his monastic training at Nguyen Thieu Monastery in Gia
Lai, Vietnam. During four years of disciplined practice and study, he gained access to the deep
stream of wisdom transmitted by senior monastic teachers. During this period he also absorbed
the spirit of compassionate service in Mahayana Buddhism along with the flexible and adaptive
spirit of the Northern Vinaya tradition.

In early spring of 2000, he traveled to Saigon to pursue further Buddhist studies in several
academic settings. He attended programs at Giac Hoa Temple, including Advanced Buddhist
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Studies programs, the Saigon Buddhist Academy, and the Abhidhamma Specialized Program. At
the same time, he studied Cultural Studies at Van Hien University, which broadened his
perspective on global civilizations and cultures.

In 2003, he co-founded the monthly publication Phap Luan, an independent journal that became
influential among Buddhist intellectual circles of the time.

After nearly a decade of academic experience in Saigon, in September 2009 the Lin-Chi Chan
Buddhist lineage appointed him to succeed as abbot of Phuoc Long Temple. What seemed at first
to be the closing of an academic journey instead became the beginning of a new path of
awakening—one rooted in social engagement and the transmission of Buddhist wisdom to the
wider community.

On May 29, 2013, after receiving approval from the United States Immigration authorities, he
left Vietnam to teach the Dharma in the United States, initially at Linh Son Temple in
Massachusetts. A few months later he moved to Southern California, where a large Vietnamese
Buddhist community resides, particularly in the city of Santa Ana—one of the earliest centers of
Vietnamese Buddhism in the United States.

Recognizing the growing need for Buddhist education within the community, in early spring
2014 he founded Bodhi Buddharealm Society (BBS), a nonprofit organization dedicated to four
principles of education:

* Association with virtuous teachers

* Listening to the true Dharma

* Reflecting with right understanding

* Practicing the Dharma in accordance with the Dharma

In 2022, under his leadership, the Board of Directors of BBS decided to establish Sakya Buddha
University (SBU) as an academic institution dedicated to carrying forward this educational
mission within the global academic environment.

In October 2014 he began establishing the first institutional facility at 3404 Westminster
Avenue, Santa Ana, California. The building was originally an abandoned Protestant church,
which he and the Buddhist community carefully renovated to become the Bodhi Buddharealm
Institute. The inauguration ceremony took place on June 3, 2015 with more than 1,250
monastics and Buddhist followers attending—an event widely regarded as the beginning of a
new era of Buddhist education in the United States.

Since its founding, Bodhi Buddharealm has functioned both as a spiritual temple and as a
Buddhist educational center for the community. Structured Buddhist education programs have
been offered progressively at several levels, including introductory, intermediate, advanced, and
specialized Abhidhamma programs.

To expand the reach of Dharma teaching, on October 18, 2019 he launched Bodhi Buddharealm
Television (SBU-TV) broadcasting on Channel 57.15. During the COVID-19 pandemic, this
television channel became an important source of spiritual support for Buddhist communities
across many regions.

In addition to educational activities, he has organized five major ordination ceremonies
conferring the sacred precepts of the Buddha, and continues to maintain the traditional



fortnightly recitation of monastic precepts—a sacred practice preserved for more than 2,600
years within the Buddhist Sangha.

As the institution developed, additional facilities were gradually established:

* 2020: AI-Dharma Office at 18042 Villa Park Road, CA

* 2021: Residential Nunnery at 14052 Flower Street, Garden Grove, CA

* 2022: Acquisition of Santa Ana Mini Mall at 3412 Westminster Avenue, Santa Ana, CA
*» 2023: Residential Monastic Institute at 9631 Stanford Avenue, Garden Grove, CA

* 2024: Student Housing Residence at 7782 Trask Avenue, Westminster, CA

After nearly a decade of work in the United States, he has brought together many Buddhist
scholars and community intellectuals to participate in teaching and institutional development,
forming the academic foundation of Sakya Buddha University. His educational contributions and
service to the community have been recognized by U.S. Congressman Ro Khanna, who
described his work as “outstanding and invaluable.”

For more than three decades of dedicated service, he has delivered over 3,000 Dharma lectures
and authored more than 20 Buddhist publications. All of these works share a single guiding
ideal:

To provide human beings with the knowledge and methods to eliminate the causes of suffering
so that suffering may never arise again in life.

This vision represents the educational path that Venerable Thich Huyen Chau continues to pursue
every day.

Prepared by the SBU Communications Office.



